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Text Information: Deutsch Aktuell 2 by Wolfgang S. Kraft, published by EMC Publishing, 6th Edition, and its workbook supplemented with grammar worksheets and activities drawn from other sources including videos, audio material and as well as on-line work.
Course Objectives:  Students will be able to:

 demonstrate German expressions appropriate higher level social situations

 create, both orally and in writing, in the target language and participate in more challenging conversations. The students are encouraged to increase the amount and complexity of their conversations, both within small groups, in the whole class and in class presentations. Outside class use of the language is encouraged, including casual conversation with the instructor and each other.

 respond appropriately to more advanced commands and questions in German.
 communicate successfully moving to the Intermediate Proficiency level. The vocabulary topics incorporated into the class emphasize what is used in daily life and in situations where the use of German might occur. 

 express themselves using basic structures. Emphasis is on correct constructions both in the written homework and writing.

 follow instructions in German as given in multistep segments for assignments and activities in and out of the classroom.

 exhibit and apply advanced knowledge of German language grammar and structure. 

 recognize the written form of familiar spoken language and predict meaning of vocabulary. 
 narrate past, present and future events using the present, future, present perfect, and simple past tenses. The course begins with an intensive review of major topics from German 350. 

 incorporate the subjunctive in written and spoken German. 

 improve their reading, writing and pronunciation skills. Readings in German include excerpts and short readings like Max and Moritz and Emil and the Detectives Projects will incorporate the target language in creative and applicable authentic assessments to be used to build a course portfolio. 

Course Content:  This course offers a more advanced level of language study with greater focus and detail spent on speaking, listening, writing, and reading skills. The course begins with an intensive review and continues to put emphasis on expanding grammar knowledge of German as well as encouraging more accurate and complicated writing and increased speaking fluency. There is an emphasis on vocabulary acquisition. Emphasis will be placed on the present and past of the city of Berlin through discussion and film analysis of Goodbye Lenin! A formal essay at the end of the course will incorporate grammar and vocabulary acquired during the length of the course. 
In review 
· present, future, and present perfect tenses
· nominative, accusative and dative cases
· adjective Endings
· accusative, dative, and two-way prepositions
· personal and possessive pronouns
· commands
· gern and lieber
· coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
· word order of all cases
· question words
· adjective endings
· separable and inseparable prefixes 
New material includes: 
· comparative of adjectives and adverbs
· reflexive verbs
· past tense of modal verbs
· genitive prepositions and case
· der-words
· adjectives used as nouns
· demonstrative pronouns
· Da and wo compounds

· past perfect tense

· Da/dahin and dort/dorthin

· verbs with prepositions & the dative

· simple past of regular, irregular, and modal verbs

Vocabulary includes:

· traveling, vacations, means of transportation

· activities, daily tasks, camping

· sight-seeing, planning  a trip, weather

· family, days of the week, months, chores, animals, pets

· foods, menus, eating utensils 

· shopping, fruits & vegetables, items in a department store/supermarket

· hobbies & interests, free-time activities
· fests and celebrations 

· means of communication: letters, emails, texting usw. 

· health, occupations, expressing sickness

· Parts of an automobile, landmarks in the city, the Autobahn

Cultural topics are:

· The German Rail System, travel in Germany 
· Der Chiemsee

· Am Bodensee

· Liechtenstien

· German eating and shopping trends/customs

· Celebrations: Oktoberfest, Karneval, Weihnachten, usw.

· Famous German castles

· German Reunification 

· Berlin- present and past 

Learning Activities:  Each chapter is divided into two sections and begins with a vocabulary topic. Vocabulary presentations offer practice and are centered on themes with a conversation, message, reading that expands on the vocabulary and presents it in a real-time situation. Listening activities, paired conversations, written assignments and patterned conversations reinforce new material. Occasional speaking quiz covering given scenarios replicates common social situations in Germany. Comparison is made between common activities and customs in various areas of the German speaking countries. Periodic articles and authentic texts in the target language will be incorporated in addition to the book readings. A major writing assignment is part of the final grade. Class meets every day one semester for between 55 and 85 minutes depending on the daily schedule. 
Assessment Strategies:
 Evaluation includes: 
· written tests—multiple choice, fill-in, true-false, short answer, essay
· speaking quizzes
· grammar/vocabulary quizzes
· formative assessments 

· written assignments

· projects

· class participation 
· final exam which is worth 15% of the final grade. 
There is a major test at the end of each of the chapters, approximately one every two weeks and one quiz per chapter. 

Method for Determining Final Grade: 
30%- Tests and Quizzes (Test)
20%- Homework and Preparation Assignments (Homework)
15%- Final Exam (Final Exam)
15%- Projects, Papers, Supplemental Reading (Lab)
10%- Other daily assignments (Classwork)

*Assessed every 2 weeks*
5%- Participation (Participation)

A- Participates actively and meaningfully every day 

B- Participates actively and meaningfully almost every day

C- Participates actively and meaningfully a couple days each week 

D - Participates occasionally/intermediately each week 

F - Participates rarely each week 
5%- Conduct (Participation)

A- Excellent conduct

B- Good conduct

C- Satisfactory conduct 

D - Inconsistent conduct 

F - Poor conduct
Grading Scale: The grading scale for SLU as distributed in summer 2009 will apply.
Key Information for Student Success: Class attendance (school policy is that absence in excess of 5 days without medical explanation may result in automatic lowering of grades), participation in German, homework completed and on time, daily study of vocabulary and structures, successful completion of tests, quizzes and exams are all necessary for success.
Academic Integrity Statement: This class holds the same standards of academic integrity as other classes at Saint Louis University. Complete, specific college guidelines are available at http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml.

About the instructor:  Mr. Weber has taught German at St. John Vianney High School since 2009. He holds a B.A. in German and a B.S. in Social Science Education from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. He studied in Tuebingen, Germany and has received a M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction from Missouri Baptist University. Mr. Weber is also a sophomore soccer coach and moderates the German Honor Society at Vianney.  

